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Five steps to turn around Indian horticulture sector  

 

India, while being the second largest producer of fruits and vegetables globally, accounts for 

a mere 2% of global horticulture trade. To fulfil its horticulture potential, India must adopt a 

strategic, multi-pronged approach that strengthens its foundations and embraces new 

opportunities. Given its agricultural potential and ideal climatic zones, the country must boost 

horticultural production and improve access to nutritious food for fellow Indians, harnessing 

the advantage that horticulture lends itself to our smallholder farming structure. 

Embracing the full strength of Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs) should be the first step 

in this direction. FPOs can enable economies of scale, enhance operational efficiencies, 

promote best practices, connect farmers with (international) buyers, secure fair prices, 

minimise the impact of intermediaries, and build farmersô capacity to manage modern 

agricultureôs complexities. 

The next step is enhancing product quality and consistency to meet international standards. 

We must improve the quality of our produce to meet international standards. For this, we 

must bridge the gap in extension services and ensure that farmers are equipped with the latest 

agronomic knowledge and sustainable farming techniques. Precision farming methods, 

integrated pest management, and responsible use of crop protection products can boost yields 

and maintain quality while minimising environmental impact. Strengthening post-harvest 

infrastructure ð including storage facilities and processing units ð is essential for reducing 



 

Ξ 
 

wastage and enhancing the value and marketability of horticulture produce. It will also be 

beneficial to have trade agreements that reduce tariff- and non-tariff barriers that have 

impeded Indian exports. 

Third, robust regulatory frameworks and technology for safety and quality. Compliance with 

international safety and quality standards is crucial for establishing a strong presence in 

foreign markets. India must also embrace technologies that can propel the horticulture sector 

forward. Supporting and investing in agri-tech through grants or tax incentives will enable the 

adoption of precision agriculture technologies, IoT-based monitoring systems, water 

management and drones for crop management. This will improve productivity, efficiency, and 

resilience against climate and market variations. 

Fourth, an integrated logistics and supply chain framework. Effective cold chains are vital for 

maintaining the safety and nutritional value of in-transit food products, especially when 

catering to global markets that conduct stringent checks for quality, freshness, and chemical 

residues. This can be achieved through a robust cold chain that includes pre-cooling facilities, 

refrigerated transport, and efficient packaging technologies. 

Fifth, a bigger role for public-private partnerships (PPPs). Lack of adequate insurance 

coverage can leave farmers vulnerable, impact their financial stability, and discourage them 

from cultivating high-value crops. Affordable and customised insurance products can 

mitigate the risks associated with horticulture and encourage farmers to invest in quality 

improvement and compliance with export standards. 

The Cluster Development Programme (CDP) for horticulture is a good example of a PPP, 

wherein the government plays a facilitative role, and private enterprises leverage their 

operational excellence to create specialised clusters focused on horticultural crops with 

export potential. 
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Govt for mediation in major dispute resolution 

 

The Government is promoting alternate dispute resolution (ADR) mechanisms including 

arbitration and mediation, as these mechanisms are less adversarial and can provide a better 

substitute to the conventional methods of resolving disputes. The use of ADR mechanisms is 

also expected to reduce the burden on the judiciary and thereby enable timely justice 

dispensation to citizens of the country. Some of the major initiatives over the years in this 

regard include amendments in extant laws and enactment of new legislations. 

The Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996 has been progressively amended in the years 

2015, 2019 and 2020 to keep pace with current developments in the arbitration landscape and 

to enable arbitration asa viable dispute resolution mechanism. The amendments are aimed at 

ensuring timely conclusion of arbitration proceedings, neutrality of arbitrators, minimizing 

judicial intervention in the arbitral process and quick enforcement of arbitral awards. The 

amendments are further aimed at promoting institutional arbitration and updating the law to 

reflect best global practices, thereby establishing an arbitration ecosystem, where arbitral 

institutions can grow. 

The Commercial Courts Act, 2015 was amended in the year 2018 to provide for Pre-

Institution Mediation and Settlement (PIMS) mechanism. Under this mechanism, where a 

commercial dispute of specified value does not contemplate any urgent interim relief, the 

parties have to first exhaust the mandatory remedy of PIMS before approaching the Court. 

This is aimed at providing an opportunity to the parties to resolve the commercial disputes 

through mediation. 
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The India International Arbitration Centre Act, 2019, was enacted to provide for the 

establishment and incorporation of India International Arbitration Centre (Centre) for the 

purpose of creating an independent, autonomous and world class body for facilitating 

institutional arbitration and to declare the Centre to be an institution of national importance. 

The Centre shall be providing world class arbitration related services at its facilities in a cost-

effective manner for both domestic and international commercial disputes, including reputed 

empanelled arbitrators and requisite administrative support for the smooth conduct of arbitral 

proceedings. 

The Mediation Act, 2023, lays down the legislative framework for mediation to be adopted 

by disputing parties, especially under the aegis of institutional mediation. 

The basic premise of using ADR mechanisms for resolution of disputes is to reduce the 

burden on the judiciary, enable informal justice dispensation to the parties, including the 

public at large. The major benefits of using ADR mechanisms include timely and efficacious 

resolution of disputes. A time line to conclude the ADR process has been prescribed in the 

respective Acts. The legislative reforms with respect to the Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 

1996 have facilitated the minimization of court-intervention in arbitration proceedings and 

efficacious settlement of commercial disputes, thereby enabling ease of doing business. The 

Mediation Act, 2023 is expected to be a pivotal legislative intervention towards providing 

standalone law on mediation and enabling the growth of a culture of amicable settlement of 

disputes out of court and the outcome being party driven. 

In June 2023, the Indian government appointed an expert panel led by former law secretary 

TK Vishwanathan to propose reforms to the 1996 Arbitration and Conciliation Act, with a 

view to alleviating the burden on judicial resources and boosting Indiaôs status as an 

international arbitration hub. Reporting in February, Vishwanathan and the committee 

highlighted the importance of party autonomy in arbitrations, recommending mandated 

informed consent to the inclusion of arbitration clauses in purely domestic contracts. 

Domestic parties should be fully aware of the costs and timelines associated with arbitration 

before accepting such a clause, and be given the option to choose mediation over arbitration, 

the committee said. 
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Indian need to exercise more 

 

A study published in The Lancet recently concluded that the prevalence of insufficient 

physical activity (PA) among adults has been increasing globally since 2000. The report says 

it has increased from an estimated 23.4% in 2000 to 31.3% in 2022. Of concern to readers 

here is that it has increased from 22.3% to 49.4% in the same period for India. It is important 

to note that insufficient PA means less than 150 minutes of moderate or vigorous physical 

activity in a week. For PA to protect the heart, it must make the heart work more than usual, 

indicated by an increase in heart rate or breathing harder, and must be done for at least 10 

minutes at a stretch. PA has been shown to prevent many cardiometabolic diseases as well as 

cancers. And no, yoga is not counted as PA. 

The key data sources are large population-based studies funded by the ministry of health and 

family welfare that use standard global tools and protocols. Having been personally involved 

in many of these surveys, I can vouch that measuring PA at the population level is incredibly 

difficult. We ask a series of questions about time spent usually or in the last week in moderate 

and vigorous activity at work (at home for the non-working), travel, and leisure time, or 

discretionary (self-driven). Assessing the intensity of the activity as moderate/vigorous and 

the time spent can be quite challenging. The activity per se is not enough. For example, one 
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could swim or play badminton vigorously (competitive) or moderately or even with very little 

activity (float/laze in water). Similarly, walking could be brisk (about 5 km per hour) or 

slower or faster. People often overestimate both the intensity and the time taken for such 

activities. The use of wearable devices to measure PA is rising for such surveys, though this 

still has several operational challenge 

India is in transition as far as PA is concerned. As a chunk of the population ages and with 

rapid urbanisation, we are moving from work-based to discretionary as our predominant 

domain of PA. We need to create systems to facilitate it. The way out for women would be 

the partial automation of many chores; the saved time can be used for discretionary PA. As 

rural people move away from agriculture to factories and service industries, work-based PA 

will come down. With an increase in the purchase of motorised vehicles (explosion in the 

two-wheeler segment and budget cars), commutation-related PA is also coming down. 

Increased PA in the discretionary domain will have to compensate for these declines. The 

challenge is to make this transition smooth by making PA a habit. 

Reformist Prez election in Iran 

 

The election came amid heightened regional tensions. In April, Iran launched its first-ever 

direct attack on Israel over the war in Gaza, while militia groups that Tehran arms in the 
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region ð such as the Lebanese Hezbollah and Yemenôs Houthi rebels ð are engaged in the 

fighting and have escalated their attacks. 

Iran is also enriching uranium at near weapons-grade levels and maintains a stockpile large 

enough to build several nuclear weapons, should it choose to do so. 

Iran has held indirect talks with President Joe Bidenôs administration, though thereôs been no 

clear movement back toward constraining Tehranôs nuclear program for the lifting of 

economic sanctions. 

Besides, Months of protests for womenôs rights and the downfall of the Iranian regime rocked 

Iran and its hard-line government following the death of a young Kurdish-Iranian woman 

named Mahsa Amini in September 2022. 

Iran had to face óWomen, Life, Freedomô nationwide uprising against the regime owing to its 

repressive nature of controls. 

Challenge 

Pezeshkian wants to focus on sanctions relief for Iran and its battered economy and has 

talked about repairing some relations with the West, particularly on the issue the Iranian 

nuclear deal, which lifted harsh economic sanctions in exchange for curbs on the countryôs 

nuclear program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202403203304
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Tibet and China  

 

Tibet, the remote and mainly-Buddhist territory known as the "roof of the world", is governed 

as an autonomous region of China.  

Historically, Tibet was much larger than the autonomous region, being made up of three 

major areas - U-Tsang, Amdo and Kham. While most of U-Tsang is in China's Tibet 

Autonomous Region, the other two lie outside it. 

Tibet's history includes periods when it was an independent entity and other times when it 

was ruled by powerful Chinese and Mongolian dynasties.  

Beijing claims a centuries-old sovereignty over Tibet. However, this Chinese view of 

imperial rule over Tibet spanning many centuries is disputed by exiled Tibetan communities 

and rights groups. 

The allegiances of many Tibetans lie with the exiled spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, who is 

seen by his followers as a living god but by Beijing as a separatist threat.  

In 1950, China sent in thousands of troops to enforce its claim on Tibet. In 1959, after a failed 

anti-Chinese uprising, the Dalai Lama fled and set up a government in exile in India. Many of 

Tibet's monasteries were destroyed during China's Cultural Revolution.  

Tibet's economy depends largely on agriculture. Forests and grasslands occupy large parts of 

the country. The territory is rich in minerals, but poor transport links have limited their 

exploitation. Tourism is an important source of revenue.  
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Under international pressure, China eased its grip on Tibet in the 1980s, introducing "Open 

Door" reforms and boosting investment.  

Tourism and Beijing's modernisation drive stand in contrast to Tibet's former isolation. But 

critics say Tibetans have little say in building their future.  

Buddhism reached Tibet around 700AD. The Dalai Lama, or Ocean of Wisdom, is the 

leading spiritual figure; the Panchen Lama is the second most important figure. Both are seen 

as the reincarnations of their predecessors.  

However, the Dalai Lama and Beijing have been at odds over the 11th incarnation of the 

Panchen Lama - identifying different youngsters for the role. The Dalai Lama's choice, 

Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, has not been seen since his detention by the Chinese authorities in 

1995.  

No country openly disputes China's claim to sovereignty, and China has blocked all UN 

Security Council resolutions on Tibet since the People's Republic took over the China seat in 

the UN in 1971 

President Biden signed the text of the Resolve Tibet Act on July 12 that is aimed at initiating 

ñmeaningful dialogueò between the Peopleôs Republic of China and the Dalai Lama or ñhis 

representativesò which prompted the Central Tibetan Administration to welcome the move. 
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Single license for critical mineral mining ï first in the country 

 

Karnataka and Rajasthan launched auction of Exploration Licence (EL) for critical and deep 

seated minerals recently. Exploration Licence blocks are being auctioned for the first time in 

the country. Karnataka launched auction of one block of Gold, Copper and Lithium and 

Rajasthan launched auction of three blocks of Rare Earth Elements, Rare Metal and Potash 

minerals. 

The Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 was amended through the 

MMDR Amendment Act, 2023 with effect from 17.08.2023, inter alia, to introduce new 

mineral concession of Exploration Licence for 29 critical and deep-seated minerals to further 

boost exploration and mining of critical and deep-seated minerals in the country. 

Critical and deep-seated minerals such as Cobalt, Lithium, Nickel, Gold, Silver, Copper are 

difficult to explore and mine as compared to surficial or bulk minerals. The exploration 

licence granted through auction shall permit the licencee to undertake reconnaissance and 

prospecting operations for critical and deep-seated minerals mentioned in the newly inserted 

Seventh Schedule to the MMDR Act. Further, Central Government has notified the necessary 

amendments in the rules on 21.01.2024. 

Exploration license aims to create an enabling mechanism wherein the Junior Mining 

Companies will bring in expertise from across the world in acquisition, processing and 

interpretation of exploration data, and leverage the risk-taking ability in discovery of deep-

seated mineral deposits through adoption of expertise and latest technologies.  
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The State Government of Karnataka and Rajasthan are the first States to notify the auction of 

Exploration Licence. Further, Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, and 

Maharashtra are expected to launch the NITs for Exploration Licence in near future.  

The Exploration Licence holder will explore the blocks and identify the areas that can be 

auctioned for Mining Lease. The blocks explored by the Exploration Licence holder can be 

directly auctioned for Mining Lease, which will fetch better revenue to the State 

Governments.  

Preferred bidder in the auction of Exploration Licence shall be selected through reverse 

bidding. The bidders will quote the share they will take in auction premium payable by the 

mining lease (ML) holder of the blocks explored by them. The bidder quoting lowest 

percentage bid shall be preferred bidder for exploration licence.  

FAME III 

 

Government is processing the third phase of the governmentôs incentive scheme to promote 

clean mobility. FAME III may also involve an allocation of 2,000 crore for the development 

of electric mobility infrastructure such as charging networks across the country. 

Under the policy the government is working to ensure that at least 30% of all vehicles sold in 

the country by 2030 are electric models. 
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Originally aimed at increasing the exports of automobile and auto components between 2024 

and 2047, the scheme will now also involve a skilling component, aimed at matching the 

skills of the labour force with the requirements of the EV sector,\. 

FAME III is expected to have a smaller outlay but Indiaôs automobile industry is hoping the 

incentives will be maintained at 10,000 per electric vehicle. 

FAME was launched in 2015 with an initial outlay of about Rs 900 crore, which was bumped 

up to around Rs 10,000 crore for the second phase in 2019. The budget was revised to Rs 

11,500 crore due to high demand. 

It was followed by the Electric Mobility Promotion Scheme 2024 (EMPS 2024) with a 

budgetary outlay of Rs 500 crore. FAME-III will continue the efforts initiated by the electric 

mobility promotion scheme (EMPS), which was introduced as a temporary measure when 

FAME-II ended on March 31. 

The second phase of the FAME scheme, widely recognized as FAME II, officially ended on 

March 31, 2024, having been in operation since 2019.  

Indiaôs population 1.45 billion  

 

The World Population Prospects 2024 report, released on July 11, said the worldôs population 

is expected to continue growing over the coming 50-60 years, reaching a peak of around 10.3 

billion people in the mid-2080s, up from 8.2 billion in 2024. After peaking, the global 
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population is projected to start declining gradually, falling to 10.2 billion people by the end of 

the century. 

India, which surpassed China as the world's most populous nation last year, will continue to 

hold that position through 2100. 

 

"The population of India, which is expected to remain the worldôs largest throughout the 

century, will likely decline by 12% after reaching its peak in the early 2060s at about 1.7 

billion," the UN report published by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social 

Affairs (DESA), Population Division said. 

According to the report, India's population in 2024 is projected at 1.45 billion and this will 

peak to 1.69 billion in 2054. After this, India's population is projected to decline to 1.5 billion 

by the end of the century in 2100, but the country will still remain the most populous nation 

on Earth. 

The report said that China's population, currently 1.41 billion in 2024, will fall to 1.21 billion 

in 2054 and further decline to 633 million by 2100. 

It is projected that due to its large size and sustained low level of fertility, China is also likely 

to record the largest population decline of any country through the end of the century (786 

million people). By 2100, China is projected to have lost more than a half of its current 

population and to have returned to a population size comparable to that recorded in the late 

1950s (50% probability). 

 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/world-population-day-a-pathway-for-the-most-populous-nation/article68389845.ece
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NATO 75th anniversary summit 

 

The Washington Summit was the first summit for Sweden as a full NATO Ally after officially 

joining the Alliance on March 7, 2024. Sweden and Finlandôs decision to join NATO was the 

single greatest consequence of Russiaôs invasion of Ukraine in 2022; both are extremely 

capable Allies that amplify capabilities in Europeôs northern flank and more than double 

NATOôs border with Russia. Another cause for celebration is that a record 23 of 32 Allies are 

projected to hit the 2% of GDP threshold for spending. Allies agreed at the Wales Summit in 

2014 to meet this minimum but it has been slow to materializeïin 2014 only 3 countries were 

spending 2% of their GDP. Since February 2022, European defense spending has increased 

by more than $80 billion overall. The fact that Europeans are spending more for their own 

defense than ever before and are providing more than the United States in support of 

Ukraineïa narrative that has been slow to catch on in Washingtonïwas made abundantly clear 

at the Washington Summit.  

NATO was formed during the Cold War in 1949 to counter threats posed by the Soviet Union. 

Article 5 of its founding treaty commits members to a collective military defence, under 

which an attack on one member is considered an attack on all, and effectively keeps its 

enemies at bay. The alliance has since grown from 12 members to 32 with its newest member, 

Sweden, joining in March. 

Allies at the 75th summit made decisions to further strengthen deterrence and defence, bolster 

long-term support to Ukraine and deepen global partnerships. 

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/swedens-contributions-nato-bolstering-alliances-defense-industry-and-air-capabilities
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/finlands-contributions-nato-strengthening-alliances-nordic-and-arctic-fronts
https://www.defense.gov/News/Speeches/Speech/Article/3834181/remarks-by-secretary-of-defense-lloyd-j-austin-iii-at-the-nato-public-forum-as/#:~:text=Over%20the%20past%20three%2Dand,of%20their%20GDP%20on%20defense.
https://www.ifw-kiel.de/topics/war-against-ukraine/ukraine-support-tracker/
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One marked difference regarding Russia, in a sign of the times, is that a greater portion of the 

Washington Summit Declaration focused on Russiaôs allies and partners. The Democratic 

Peopleôs Republic of Korea (DPRK) and Iran were both condemned for fuelling Russiaôs war 

against Ukraine. Perhaps the strongest language was directed at China, which was described 

as ña decisive enabler of Russiaôs war against Ukraine through its so-called ñno limitsò 

partnership and its large-scale support for Russiaôs defence industrial base.ò China was not 

featured as a concern in official NATO statements prior to 2019, but has increasingly been 

referred to as a ñsystemic challengeò to Euro-Atlantic security due to Chinaôs ñno-limitsò 

partnership with Russia. The 32-nation Allianceïall of whom had to agree to the language in 

the declarationï unanimously condemned Chinaôs support of Russia. Although China 

officially claims to not be selling weapons systems to Russia, it is still providing dual use 

material, computer chips, components, and advanced software that enables Russiaôs war 

machine. In some of the harshest language in the declaration, the Alliance resoundingly states 

China ñcannot enable the largest war in Europe in recent history without this negatively 

impacting its interests and reputation.ò 

Chinaôs increased prominence in NATO statements has led the Alliance to re-evaluate its 

partnerships in the Indo-Pacific region. Since the 2022 summit in Madrid, the Asia-Pacific 4 

(AP4)ïAustralia, New Zealand, Japan, and South Koreaïhave been invited to participate in 

NATO summit discussions. The Washington Summit Declaration makes it clear that the 

Euro-Atlantic and Indo-Pacific theaters are interlinked, with the security dynamics mutually 

affecting one another. The AP4 are increasingly selling weapons systems and technology to 

Europe to replenish depleted reserves, are supporting Ukraine in their own ways, and offering 

their expertise on cyber defense and countering disinformation. It is increasingly becoming 

clear that NATO will have a future, if yet defined, role in the Indo-Pacific.  

In a marked shift, for the first time NATO announced in the Washington Summit Declaration 

it will directly coordinate financial support for Ukraine via the new NATO Security 

Assistance and Training for Ukraine (NSATU), pledging a minimum baseline funding of ú40 

billion ($43.3 billion) within the next year. For the last two and a half years, NATO itself has 

been hesitant to be more directly involved in the conflict over concerns of bringing the 

Alliance into direct crossfire with Russia. NATO has sought more of an advocacy role but 

that appears to be changing. NATO will take on a more prominent role in the provision of 

military equipment, assistance, and training for Ukraine, including purchasing equipment, 

investments in Ukraineôs defense infrastructure and industry, and covering costs related to 

https://www.reuters.com/world/putin-visit-china-deepen-no-limits-partnership-with-xi-2023-10-15/
https://www.reuters.com/world/putin-visit-china-deepen-no-limits-partnership-with-xi-2023-10-15/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/10/us/politics/nato-china-russia-ukraine.html#:~:text=China%20provides%20dual%2Duse%20equipment,are%20using%20to%20attack%20Ukraine.
https://www.scmp.com/opinion/asia-opinion/article/3261440/nato-needs-allies-asia-does-it-need-indo-pacific-presence
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maintenance and logistics for military equipment. This is a major step towards making 

support for Ukraine consistent, efficient, and predictable. 

In another positive sign towards Ukraineôs full membership, a swirling question of whether 

NATO intended to follow through on its promise to move forward with it began to gain 

momentum in the run-up to the summit. NATO allies made it clear that Ukraineôs path 

towards NATO membership was ñirreversibleò and therefore not up for debate in any 

potential future negotiations with Russia. Although no timeline for membership exists, this 

was an important symbolic gesture to assure Ukraine about its future in the NATO Alliance. 

Indiaôs population dynamics  

 

Three components, namely fertility, mortality, and migration, play a pivotal role in shaping 

Indiaôs demographic landscape. India has made significant strides in reducing its fertility. 

According to the National Family Health Survey (NFHS)-5, Indiaôs total fertility rate (TFR) 

decreased from 3.4 to 2 between 1992 and 2021, dropping below the replacement level of 

2.1. There has been a significant drop in the mortality rate as well. The average life 

expectancy of Indians has also increased over time. With this, India is experiencing a 

demographic shift, towards an ageing population. According to the 2011 Census, individuals 

aged 60 years and above constituted 8.6% of the total population. The figure is projected to 

rise up to 19.5% by 2050.  

Indiaôs population dynamics is intertwined with its ódevelopmentô scenario. The reduction in 

fertility signifies a transition toward smaller family norms. This can reduce the proportion of 

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/10/us/politics/nato-ukraine-trump-biden.html
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the dependent population and result in a demographic dividend ð a period where the 

working-age population is larger than the dependent population. India can harness the 

potential of its young workforce by creating employment. The decline in mortality and 

increase in life expectancy are reflections of a robust health-care system and increased living 

standards. The issue of population ageing, however, requires a long-term plan ð focusing on 

geriatric care and providing social security benefits. Migration and urbanisation are also 

critical issues. Rapid rural to urban migration is posing a threat to the existing urban 

infrastructure. Among all these, gender equality also finds an important place. Women labour 

force participation, which is straggling, their notable absence from political representation 

and their unending plight within society are the silent issues which can sabotage Indiaôs path 

to 2030. 

Growth journey  

India made great leaps towards the goal of eradicating poverty. The proportion of the 

population living below the poverty line reduced from 48% to 10% between 1990 and 2019. 

The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) that came 

into effect in 2006 played a critical role in addressing rural poverty. The Janani Suraksha 

Yojana of 2005 ð it provides cash benefits to pregnant women ð not only accentuated 

institutional deliveries but also saved poor families from hefty health expenditures. 

With the Green Revolution, India became self-sufficient in crop production and averted a 

catastrophe. The proportion of the population suffering from hunger reduced from 18.3% in 

2001 to 16.6% in 2021. However, Indiaôs nutrition picture is not completely rosy. India 

contributes a third of the global burden of malnutrition. Though the Indian government 

launched the Prime Ministerôs Overarching Scheme for. Holistic Nourishment (POSHAN) 

Abhiyaan in 2018, it will still require a miracle to fulfil the target of óZero Hungerô by 2030. 

Health is one sector in India where progress made has been remarkable. All the critical 

mortality indicators have seen steady declines. The Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) 

decreased from 384.4 in 2000 to 102.7 in 2020. The mortality rate for children under five 

reduced significantly post 2000s. The infant mortality rate also reduced from 66.7 deaths per 

1,000 live births in 2000 to 25.5 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2021. Although India is still 

not near reaching the targets, it seems to be on the right track. These achievements show that 

there has been a significant improvement in the quality and coverage of health care. 
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Despite these achievements, Indiaôs road towards 2030 is not easy. According to Oxfam, the 

top 10% of Indiaôs population holds 77% of the national wealth. If the fruits of development 

are not equitably distributed and if development does not percolate to the poorest of the poor 

and the wealth scenario remains so skewed as it is now, ósustainable developmentô can never 

be achieved in its truest sense. Absolute growth in GDP numbers has limited importance for a 

country where the top 1% holds 40% of the total wealth. Hunger and nutrition is another 

sector in crisis. In the Global Hunger Index (2023), Indiaôs rank was 111 out of 125 countries. 

In terms of nutrition, stunting, wasting and underweight among children below five years and 

anaemia among women pose serious challenges. Indiaôs epidemiological trajectory shows 

that the country has a double burden of communicable and non-communicable diseases 

(NCD). This is a serious challenge for India which also combats the early onset of NCDs and 

the rising health needs of the elderly 

India needs to address income inequality, harness its demographic dividend by creating job 

opportunities for the youth of India and address changing health needs. NCDs, which incur 

high out-of-pocket expenditures, are catastrophic for some families. India needs a stronger 

safety net to save these families from slipping into utter poverty. The nutrition scenario 

should be set right by strengthening programmes. This will require an increase in budgetary 

allocation for the health and nutrition sectors. Another, but often missed, paradigm of this 

entire development discussion is gender equality. A gender equal approach and empowerment 

of vulnerable women can solve most issues and propel Indiaôs progress in the SDGs. 

 

The Golan heights question 

The Golan Heights is a rocky plateau in southwestern Syria, about 60km (40 miles) south of 

Damascus. It is bordered by the Yarmouk river in the south and the Sea of Galilee in the west. 

The Golan is spread over rugged basalt rock. The hilly land is fertile, and the volcanic soil 

grows apple and cherry orchards as well as vineyards. 

The region has vital water sources that feed the Jordan River, including the Hasbani River, 

which flows from Lebanon and through the Golan. 



 

ΝΦ 
 

 

The United Nations recognises the region as a part of Syria. 

However, during the Six-Day War in 1967, Israel occupied the Golan Heights. It currently 

controls 1,200sq km (463sq miles) of the western part of the region. Almost immediately 

after the Israeli military occupied it, Israeli settlements began to grow. Today, more than 30 

Israeli settlements are in the area, where more than 25,000 Jewish Israelis live. 

A UN-monitored buffer zone separates Israeli-occupied territory from the remaining part that 

is still under Syriaôs control. 

worldôs position on the Golan Heights 

¶ Besides the United States, no country formally recognises Israelôs annexation of the 

region. All other countries consider the Golan to be Syrian territory occupied by 

Israel, 

¶ In 1981, the UN Security Council unanimously passed a resolution opposing Israelôs 

occupation of the Golan Heights, calling on Israel to rescind its imposition of Israeli 

law on the plateau. It declared Israelôs rule over Golan ñnull and void and without 

international legal effectò. 

https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2018/6/4/the-naksa-how-israel-occupied-the-whole-of-palestine-in-1967
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/6/14/israel-greenlights-illegal-trump-settlement-in-golan-heights
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/3/25/trump-formally-recognises-israeli-sovereignty-over-golan-heights

